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Short biography

Cello playing is at the centre of Matthew Barley’s career, while his musical world has virtually no geographical, social or stylistic boundaries. 

Music Director of BBC TV’s Classical Star programme, Matthew Barley is passionate about education, improvisation, cross-disciplinary projects, composition, and pioneering community programmes. He is also a world-renowned cellist, who has performed with the BBC Philharmonic, BBC Scottish Symphony, London Sinfonietta, Hong Kong Sinfonietta, RSNO, Czech Philharmonic, RLPO and New Zealand Symphony, to name but a few.

Matthew Barley’s non-classical collaborations include Amjad Ali Khan, Davud Azad, Talvin Singh, Sultan Khan and Ross Daly, appearing in venues ranging from Ronnie Scotts to the WOMAD festivals.

Recent engagements have included improvising with the Zagreb Soloists, an invitation to the prestigious Launaudière Festival in Canada to perform Tan Dun’s The Map, and a return to Australia performing with the Melbourne Symphony Orchestra. 

Constant Filter, music by John Metcalfe for cello and electronics on Signum Records has just been released following the success of The Dance of the Three Legged Elephants with jazz pianist Julian Joseph.
Future plans include orchestral projects with the Nederlands Radio Chamber Orchestra, The Metropole Jazz Orchestra and a return trip to the Hong Kong Sinfonietta, as well as residencies at Kings Place in London and the Spitalfields Festival in 2011.
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